FROM OTHER INDIAN MEDICAL JOURNALS

(Abstracts by the Authors)

INDIAN JOURNAL OF MEDICAL
EARCH

HYPOGLYCAEMIC ACTIVITY OF
HAMILTONIA SUAVEQLENS —
A. C. Desai and M. B. Bhide Ind.
J. Med. Res., 1985, 31 86-91.

H. suaveolens has been used tra.
ditionally to treat diabetes in India.
The aleoholic extract of roots (500
mgSkg, po) caused 45 per cent re-
duction in blood sugar in normal
rats and 37 per cent reduction in
blood sugar of alloxanised rats (400
mg$kz, po) at the end of 5th h.
Similar reduction was observed in
normal rabbits, dogs and monkeys.
The ethy] acetate soluble fraction
of alcohol extract has shown hypo.
glycaemic activity of similar mag-
nitude in normal rats at 1/10th the
dose but was inactive in alloxanised
rat: The possible mechanism of

KERALA STATE (INDIA) IN
1980 — V. K. Joshi. B. N. Tandon

and B. M Gandhi. Ind. J Med.
Res. 1985, 81 - 96.101

362 of the 778 registered childrea
between 4 and 10 years of age and
14 of 55 teachers had clinically appa-
rent iliness. The onset of the dise-
ase was acute and prodromal phas-
was short. The clinical course was
mild and no fatality was recorded.
All the catients recovered -within
4 to 6 weeks and the epidemi~ sub-
sided within six weeks. Serologi-
cal markers of hepatitis virus A
and B were tested in the blood sam
ples collected during recovery and
convalescence phase. The resuli:
revealed that 85°¢ of the chlldren
and 71% of adults patients wera
positive for IgM anti-HAV and totai
IgM levels were elevated in all of
them. Thus these serological find.
Ings were diagnostic for Hepatitis
Virus A infectica, and suggested
that the epidemic was of hevatitis
A. This is perhaps the first etiologi.
cally proved epidemic of hepatitis A




