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Abstract sPresence of HBsAg complexed with IgM globuhn\
(HBsAg/IgM) has been seen during the early phase
of the disease and perslistence of these compl exes %
have besn shown to be related to transition of
the disease to chronicity. [he present study was
carried out to evzluate positivity of HBsAg/IgM %
complexes in 67 asymptomatic HBsAg positive bl ood
donors and 72 patients of viral hepatitis type B
for HBV-induced chronic liver disease.Circulating
HBsAg/IgM complexes were tested by an enzyme !
%

immuno-assay ba sed on the selective absorption of

IgM on a solid phase., HBsAg/Igll complexes were
found to be more common in blood donors (61%) and
patients of chronic active hepatitis (60%) in

| comparison to acute viral hepatiti 5(31%) o fUlminant!
i hepatitis

(36%) and subacute hepatitis (40%) indi-|
cating that HBsAg/Igl complexes are frequently ~
responsible for the pathogenesis of continued

liver injury.The complexes were found to :
with HBe=markers in 83% of bhlaood donore 323 ‘?goefn '
of CAH patients suggest ng that both HBsAq/IgM
complexes and HBe-markers uwere associated with CAH|
and carrier state in high proportion.In B2% of
Ffulminant hepatitis and 50% of sub-acute hepatiti s,

these complexes were present in absence of any HBg
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