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Abstract 1he continuous replication Of hepatitis b

virus (HBV) during HBV infection depends mainly on
host immune response., Recently, the presence of
anti-idiotypic antibodies directed against anti-
HBs was reported to play an important role in HBV-
replicntion. However, a detailed study demonstra-
ting the prevalence of these anti-ldiotypes in
different HBV infections is not yet available, The
nresent investigation was planned with an aim of
evaluatinn the presence of IgG and 1gM anti-" "+
idiotypic antibodies in the sera from different HBY
infections, and thus establish a rel atlon between
the presence of ~nti-idiotypes and HBV-replication.
The anti-idiotypes (IoG and IgM types) against anti
HBs were tested in sera samples from dif ferent
patients groups by a simple and sensitive ELISA
technique. Both types of anti-idiotypes were
dotectable concurrently in HBsAg positive sera fro
HBU-infected patients and asymptomgt
Anti-idiotype activi _
sora from heal thy persons and patlen ;
non=—-8 hepatitis and viral hepatitis-A. The aﬁtl-

i diotypes positive sera WEre free gf'rheumatOLd__
nd HBng/I%M complexes activity but positive
; 20

factor a :
' - i cases, HBeAg 1n 0% cases_and
ﬁgﬁ—aggéog?gtég DNA-polymérasa 1N 60% casesg., |Ne

Lt
presence of anti-i1diotypes agalns an s wa

presumed tO permit a more active multiplication of




