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A large number of methods have been deseribed for
assessing shunt patency but no systematic study has been
mades The presence or absence of varices postefperavively
is one of the methods which can be employed for the assessment
of shunt patencys. In this study we planned to utilize endoscope
(Olympus) GIF D2) for the study of varices and results were
conpared with the barium swallowe. Twenty cases of portal
hypertension were examin d pre-operatively and 12 cases of
these after the shunt surgeryes The duration of the exanination
post-operatively ranged between 2 weeks to 3 years on an
average after 3 months.  Varices were graded into four
gradess During the prewsoperative assessment both the endoscopy
and barium stﬁias showedvarices in all the patients.
Differecne of grading by+l or-«l was present in some casaes,
Followling successful shmnt procedure, reduction was not-:d in
the grading of the varices by 2 gradese In the post-operative
evaluation of 19 patients, the barium swallow was considered

nor2al in 3 cases, where EnﬂOSGOp{ graded them at grade I
a

varices and in 3 cases barium swallow grading was I where
as endoscopy declared them to be normald It is concluded
that in grade III & grade IV varices barium swallow and
endoscopy have equal degree of accm-agg where as in grade
I & II endoscopy scores an edge over 3 bvarium swallow

in about 17 % of cases, with constant correlation this
figure can be brought 5own further to acceptable levels of

accuracye



