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Abstract

Hepatitis A is an infectious disease of the liver caused by hepatitis A virus. Hepatitis A has a
global distribution with endemicity inversely proportional to higher socioeconomic
conditions and standards of sanitation and hygiene. Hepatitis A virus infection is
predominantly spread directly from one person to another through orofecal transmission and
through contaminated food and water. The clinical outcome is strongly correlated with age,
being mostly subclinical in young children and symptomatic in older children and adults.
Hepatitis A vaccine is safe, highly immunogenic and protective against clinical hepatitis A.
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