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Abstract

Hepatitis B infection is a major global health problem with a high morbidity and mortality. With
safe and effective vaccines available, it is now possible to prevent it. Many countries have started
national hepatitis B control programmes but no attempt has been made to do this in our country.
An analysis of the available data on the epidemiology of hepatitis B infection in India reveals
that perinatal maternofoetal transmission accounts for only a minority of hepatitis B virus
carriers in India. Therefore, a policy of screening pregnant mothers for the presence of hepatitis
B surface antigen and selective immunization of babies born to those who are surface antigen
positive will have very little effect on the hepatitis B carrier rate in our population. Universal
immunization of all newborns will have a much greater impact, it will be logistically simpler and
more cost-effective--the cost of preventing one hepatitis B carrier being nearly one-fourth of that
with selective immunization. We recommend that hepatitis B vaccine should be included in our
country's expanded programme of immunization.

Reference
Tandon, B.N., Gandhi, B.M. and Joshi, Y.K.: Etiological spectrum of viral hepatitis and virus A
and B infection in north India. Bulletin World Health Organisation (1): 67-73, 1984


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Rakesh_Aggarwal4?_sg%5B0%5D=Rnv7U6ObEJocAHG7I24CmceJQD6NicYy_LYTevWecAuec065W0YRmPGgpJAbW7JKEdnuyjs.1mdNnGYRTKJ4erBuePDCZOj58fNdB3KA8dHI57SdR2cws8V1o4FBD3l_IDLQJDxW1Sno-6fEZjdnek7bhNl70Q&_sg%5B1%5D=pnrXc_iWRVgyLRuvvf4Gg3JVxjcxYfoMREprt8mWmlIb4cyGCOrD4qFPSOfPNOIm84I5IwU.BhAIC_yCQk8GV49VwnSpKcMXyr7eTwsIQGIy4jkyI_fwKsuAhJlfb8w0JEcYNDF-GY9U6Vbax0cZNRllGsIrOQ

